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wandering in another; only when he finds the child can we
acknowledge that the torchbearer pursued the right path.
Hypothesis satisfies the intellectual need of an explanation,
but we must be wary lest we accept this fulfilment of a need
as equivalent to an enlargement of knowledge; we must
not accept explanation as demonstration, and suppose that
because we can form a mental picture of the possible stages
of an event, therefore this picture represents the actual
stages. Let us be alert, forewarned against the tendency to
seek evidence in support of a conclusion, instead of seeking
to unfold the conclusion step by step from the evidence.
To seek for evidence in support of a guess is very different
from seeking it in support of a conclusion; which latter prac-
tice is like that of people asking advice, and only following
it when it chimes in with their desires.
114. Is not the warning needed, when we find anatomists
guided by certain " physiological postulates," and conse-
quently seeing only what these postulates demand ? For
example, there is the postulate of "isolated conduction,"
which is said to require that every nerve-fibre should pursue
its course singly from centre to periphery. Accordingly the
fibres are described as unbranched. Whatever may be the
demand of the postulate, or the felt necessity of the deduc-
tion, the fact is that nerve-fibres do branch off during their
course at various points; nay, it is doubtful whether any
lengthy fibre is unbranched. Other postulates demand what
fact plainly denies. It is said to be " necessary " that every
cell should have at least two fibres, and that sensory and motor
nerves should be directly connected through their respective
cells. These things cannot be seen, but they are described
with unhesitating precision. Diagrams are published in
which the sensory fibres pass into the cells of the posterior
horn of the spinal cord, and these cells send off prolongations
to the cells of the anterior horn, and thence the motor fibres
pass out to the muscles : an absolutely impossible arrange-
ment, according to our present data! Again, the postulate
that nerve-force originates in the cells, and that nerve-
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